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Hon’bie Health Minister,
Government of india,
NEW DELHI

Respected Sir,

From last few years, no doubt Dental Science has progressed very fast.
- People have realised the importance of Oral Heaith and they also have
realised oral cavity is the gateway for general health

In the field of education, few years ago few dental colleges were in
existance. Today, private as well as government sector large number of
dental colleges have come into existance and the in-take of dental
students annually is 9,500. Nodoubt, India does need large number of
dentists to serve the population. But, at this juncture | would like to
bring few of our important facts for your favourable consideration.

Sir, as on today, we have nearly 45,000 qualified and registered dental
surgeons in the country. The dental practice can be classifed as:

Hospital in dental educatlonal mstrtutlon

Dental department attached to medical college

Dental department in a corporate hospital

Dental clinic in a govemment hosprtal (upto Taluk,
Headquarters level — whlch varies from state to state).

Dental surgeons practicing in prOpnetory dental clinics

. ;N

Sir, all the Private clinics are 100% proprietory in nature usually
managed by one dental surgeon, or maximum having 2 or 3 dental
surgeons of the family practising. Today, there is no scope for dental
surgeons in the town. They have to go to interior places. Specially,
large number of dental surgeons coming out from the colleges have no
choice other than going to interior places.

Sir, today it is really unfortunate these dental surgeons cannot afford to
buy proper equipment which is very important. Dental science is a
specialised branch. No dental surgeon can practice without equipment.
Unlike other fields, dental science is totally equipment and materials
oriented.
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Sir, we would like to explain some of the factor'_s:' |
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to the society at this tax structure.
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List of most important Equipment, Materials etc.
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Handpiece/Cartridges of all types of Air Turbine.
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¢ Dental Burs — Diamond/Carbide & Steel —
* Dental Operating Light & Fibroptic Light.

Airotor/Micromotor/Dental Englne
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Engine (Clinic

& laboratory) for filling/packing and condensation purpose.
e Body Contoured Electrically operated Chair fitted with Dental

Unit
consisting of various fittings.

Anaesthetic cartridge for dental use
Equipments for Chrome Cobalt work

@ & & o 0O

Saws

Vice Presidents

Dr. Vijay R. Pethe

Dr. Thomas Philip

Dr. Deepak Makhijani

Hon. Chairman C.D.H
Dr. K.P. Shankar

Email - cdh@ida.org.in

Imm. Past President
Dr. Krishna Nayak

President Elect
Dr. V.M. Veerabahu

Email : preseleci@ida.org.in

Hon. Editor - Journal
Dr. Manjit Singh

Email : edit@ida.org.in

Hon. Treasurer

Dr. Deepak Muchhala

Sir, even after having so many dental colleges imparting Undergraduate
and Post-Graduate education, till today, there is not even a single
corporate dental hospital has come up so far in the country.
corporate hospital we mean to say is an hospital which imparts total
Even in cities like Delhi & Mumbai, proprietory

4 years ago, the duty structure was “ZERO”, but today it is almost
39%(Custom Duty CVD all together). With ad-ons like sales tax, local
octroi, etc. altogether the equipment cost goes up by something like 55-
60%. It is just impossible for a rural dentlst to buy and impart treatment

» Dental Engine/Airmotor/Micromotor for laboratory Clinical work.
e Airotor/Turbine with or without Compressor and Air Turbine

Ultrasonic Cleaning System/Ultrasonic Sulers of all types |
all shapes & sizes.

Dental Handpieces of all types for Iaboratoryffllhhg/condensmg

Dental handpieces for Alrmotor/Mucromotor/Alr Turbine/Drilling

The

Reamers/Files/Broaches/Spreaders/Pluggers/Wideners

Porcelain Furnace with or without Vacuum Pump.
Jaw surgery equipments, oscillating saw, various types of cutting
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Other dental goods, namely:

1. Dental implant
2. Dental cements
; 3. Impression materials of all types/alginate/rubber base/silicon base
.. 4. Dental fillings and non precious metal for crown/bridge/and cast
_ r partial denture (a) chrome cobalt/nickel/chrome/porcelain bond
\" - metal/low fusing techmque alloy, (b) dental crowns and artificial
teeth ;
5. Gutta-percha pomts-dental s:lver amalgam -
6. Dental investment of all types/phosphate bond/gypsum bond/plaster
and stone.
7. Dental X-ray film-intra oral/extra- orallpanoramlc!occlusal
8. Dental porcelainofalltypes -
9. Acrylics for dental use-denture base matenal heat cure and cold

cure
10. Waxes of all types for dental use.

Radiological Eguigment:

e Dental X-Ray Machme
a) IntraOral RS |
b) Orthophantamograph / Panoramlc wnth or w:thout Cephalomatric
(OPG) ..
c) Digital Imaging System e
~ i) Intra Oral ii) Face and Jaw Imagmg

We are hereby giving the Duty Structure for the selected Dental
Equipments:

1998-1999 0%
1999-2000 8%
2000-2001 21%
2000-2002 20%

2000-2003 39% (This High Duty do not exist in the world)

You are well aware of the steep increase of Foreign currency against
Indian Rupee and with the effect what could be the cost of the
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equipment, it is for you to analyse. We Dental Surgeons feel it ) R e e S |
Impossible to buy the required Equipments and Materials. : 2 |
37
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Sir, It is a fact every Dental Clinic needs Dental X-Ray, without that any b fes

-

diagnosis of disease of hard structure or bone structure is impossible . It .

iIs also fact Oral Cancer rate in India is highest in the world. Sir still our Dewras “vo STERMULS

Radiologic Equipments are under high duty structure. Sir for example in 2
< the entire country face imaging system is only one available in All India h

Institute of Medical Sciences,New Delhi not even a single Machine is
installed anywhere in the country, even such a machrne attracts 39% of
the duty to ensure no Machine comes to India. Sir, when imaging
machine like Mammography attracts only 5% custom duty why disparity
in case of Dental imaging, we fail to understand. Keeping all these in
mind we request you sincerely to bring all our Dental Equipment under
the same duty structure, as list 37, 38, 39 and 40, where opthomology,
ENT Medical have been given a Privilege of 5% Custom Duty CVD
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, at this juncture we would like to impress upon one factor that is
17 majonty of the Dental ltems mentioned above a Airotor Cartridge, which
fUK is so miniature in nature costing Rs.2,500/- or a Dental Cement of

10gms costs Rs.1,500/-, all are quantity wnse so small, duty increase
has not brought am extra income to Ex-chequer, it is oni
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b last three Months, increase of custom duty has not brought any

additional income. Otherwise to say all these Instruments have started
coming from illegal route.

Central Excise Duty:

At the same time we also request you to make the Central Excise Duty
Nil for these Dental Equipments, so that local manufacturers can come
up to expectations.

Sir, Your early action will be greatly appreciated and we assure you
there will not be any loss in revenue, instead doctor will be benefited by
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We sincerely request you to consider our appeal.

Thanking You,

For INDIAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION

SECRETARY GENERAL.
h\./
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