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THE NATIONAL DENTAL COMMISSION BILL.2O2O

A

BILI,

quality and affordable dental education, ensures availability of
adequate and high quality dental professionals in all parts of the
country; that promotes equitable and universal oral healthcare that
encourages community health perspective and makes services of
dental professionals accessible to all the citizens; that promotes
national health goals; that encourages dental professionals to adopt
latest dental research in their work and to contribute to research; thit
has an objective periodic and transparent assessment of dental
institutions and facilitates maintenance of a dental register for India
and enforces high ethical standards in all aspects of dental services;
that is flexible to adapt to changing needs and has an effective
grievance redressal mechanism and for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.

a dental education system that improves access toto provide for

CHAPTER I

PRELIMINARY

2020.
l. ( 1) This Act may be called the National Dental Commission Act Short title.

extent and
commenceme
nt.

(2) It extends to the whole of India

rce on such date as the Central Govemment
may, by notification in the Official Gazette. appoint, and different
dates may' be appointed for different provisioni of this A.t and any
reference in any such provision to the commencement of this Act shail
be construed as a reference to the coming into force of that provision.

(3) It shall come inro fb

is Act. unless the context otherwise requires,2. In tlr Definitions

" means any of the Autonomous Boards
constituted under section 16;

(a) "Autonomous Board

rperson" means the Chairperson of the Nationai(b) "Chai

(c) ''Commission" means the National
constituted under section 3;

Dental Commissior.r

(d) "Council" means the
under section 11;

Dental Advisory Council constituted

ics and Dental Registration Board" means the Board
constituted under section l6;

(e) "Eth

University" tneans a University specialised in
affiliating institutions engaged in teaching dentistry and health
sciences and includes a dental Universit

(0 "Healrh

of healthand Universi

I I

I

Dental Commission appointed under section 5l

I
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scrences;

(g) "licence" means a licence to practice dentistry gran

sub-section (1) of section 33;

ted under

(h) "Dental Assessment and Rating B

constituted under section l6;
oard" means the Board

includes affiliated colleges and deemed to be Universities:

(i) "dental institution" means any institution
India which. grants degrees. diplomas or licenc

within or outside
es in dentistry and

O "dentist" means a person who practises dentistry;

(k) "dentistry" includes-

(i) the performance ofany operation on, and the treatment

on any disease, deficiency or lesion of. human teeth or jaw or

orof'acial hard and sofi tissues and associated structures; and the

perlormance ol other diagnostic tools/investigations in connection

with human teeth or jaws or the oral cavity;

(ii) Measures for prevention of diseases of oral cavity and

associated structures and promotion of oral health including

tobacco cessation;

(iii) the giving of any anesthetic in connection with any such

operation or treatment; excluding general anaesthesial

(iv) the performance of any operation on, or the giving of
any treatment, advice or attendance to, any person preparatory to'

or for the purpose of, or in connection with restoration'

reconstruction and rehabilitation of teeth, jaws, orofacial tissue

and associated structures, the fitting, inserting, fixing'

constructing, repairing or renewing of artificial dentures or

restorative i"ntul uppiiur.es, and the performance of any such

operation and the giving of any such treatment, advice or

uit.ndun"", as is usually performed or given by dentists;

(v) Knowledge related to performance of mastication'

phonation and deglutition. ;

ember of the Commission aPPointed

the Chairperson thereof;
(l) "Menrber'' nteaus a M

under section 5 and includes

reddbo re Steanslt.) tl.reII\amE oInaardBo IoII'N t l.lo aln1(

fnl s8 06 andCtratlS I-Io Aet S eI{ perfberd etlr OCS t.ucS unhils
o1'

(n) 'National Register" means a N
maintained by the Ethics and Dental

ational Dental Register
Registration Board under

section 3 I l

(o) "notification" means notification publ

Gazette and the expression "notify"
ished in the Official
shall be construed

accordingly:

1

such tasks as assigned to it by the Central Government;

I

I

I

I
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(p) "Post Graduate Dental Education Board" means the Board
constituted under section l6;

(q) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

(r) "President" means the President of an Autonomous Board
appointed under section l8;

(s) "recognised dental qualification" means a dental
qualification recognised under section 35 or section 36 or section
37 or section 40, as the case may be;

(t) "regulations" means the regulations made by the Commission
under this Act;

(u) "Schedule" means the Schedule to this Act:

(v) "s tate Dental Council" means a dental council constituted
under any law for the time being in force in any State or Union
territory for regulating the practice and registration ofpractitioners
of dentistry in that State or Union territory;

(w) "State Register" means a register maintained under any law
for the time being in force in any State or Union territory for
registration of practitioners ol dentistry;

(x) "Under Graduate Dental Education Board" means the Board
constituted under section 161

3 of 1956

(y) "Universi ty" shall have the same meaning as assigned to it in
clause (f) of section 2 of the University Grants Commission Act,
1956 and includes a health Universitv.

CHAPTER II

THE NATIONAL DENTAL COMMISSION

3. (l) The Central Government shall constitute a Commission. to be
known as the National Dental Commission, to exercise the powers
conferred upon, and to perform the functions assigned to it, under this
Act.

Constitution
of National
Dental
Commission.

(2) The Commi ssion shall be a body corporate by the name
aforesaid, having perpetual succession and a common seal, with
power, subject to the provisions of this Act, to acquire, hold and
dispose of property, both movable and immovable, and to contract,
and shall, by the said name. sue or be sued.

(3)'l'he head office of the Comrlission shall be at New Delhi.

4. ( I ) The Commission shall consist of the following persons to be
appointed by the Central Government, namely: -

(a) a Chairperson;

(b) seven ex-fficio Members; and

(c) twenty two part-time Members;

Corlposition
ol
Commission.

(2) The Chairperson shall be a dental professional of outstanding

J

I

I

I
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ability, proven administrative capacity and integrity, possessing a
postgmduate degree in any discipline ofdentistry from any University
and having experience of not less than twenty years in the field of
dentistry, out of which at least ten years shall be as a leader in the area
of dental education.

(3) The following persons shall be Ihe ex-olficio Members of the
Commission, namely: -

(a) the President ofthe Under-Graduate Dental Education Board;

(b) the President olthe PosrGraduate Dental Education Board:

(c) the President ofthe Dental Assessment and Rating Board:

(d) the President ofthe Ethics and Dental Registration Board;

(e) the Director General of Health Services, Directorate General of
Health Services, New Delhi;

(f) Chief of the Centre for Dental Education & Research. All India
Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi;

(g) one person to represent the Ministry of the Central Government
dealing with Health and Family Welfare, not below the ranl of
Additional Secretary to the Government of India, to be nominated by
that Ministry.

(4) The following persons shall be appointed as part-time Members
of the Commission. namely:-

(a) three Members to be appointed from amongst persons of ability,
integrity and standing, who have special knowledge and professional
experience in such areas includingmanagement, law, medical ethics,
health research, consumer or patient rights advocacy, science and
technology and economics fbr a term of two years;

(b) ten Members to be appointed from amongst the nominees of the
States and Union territories, under clauses (c) and (d) of sub-section
(2) of section 11. in the Dental Advisory Council lor a term of two
years in such manner as may be prescribed;

(c) nine members to be appointed from amongst the nominees of
the States and Union tenitories, under clause (e) of sub-section (2) of
section I I , in the Dental Advisory Council fbr a term of two years in
such manner as may be prescribed.

Explanation.- For the purposes of this section and section 17, the
term "leader" means the Head of a Department or the Head ol an
organisation.

5. (1) The Central Government shall appoint the Chairperson, part-
time Members relerred to in clause (a) of sub-section (4) ol section 4
and the Secretary referred to in section 8 on the recommendation ofa
Search Committee consisting of -

Search
Committee
for
appointment

4

I

I

I
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of
Chairperson
and
Members.

(a) the Cabinet Secretary- Chairperson;

(b) three experts, possessing outstanding qualifications and
experience of not less than twenty-five years in the field of dental
education, public health education and health research, to be
nominated by the Central Government- Members;

(c) one expert, from amongst the part-time Members referred to in
clause (c) of sub-section (4) of section 4. to be nominated by the
Central Govemment in such manner as may be prescribed - Member;

(d) one person! possessing outstanding qualifications and experience
ofnot less than twenty-five years in the field of management or law or
economics or science and technology, to be nominated by the Central
Govemment - Member;

(e) the
Ministry

Secretary to the Government of India in charge of the
of Health and Family Welfare, to be the Convenor- Member.

(2) The Central Govemment shall, within one month from the date
of occurrence of any vacancy, including by reason of death,
resignation or removal of the Chairperson or a Member, or within
three months before the end of tenure ofthe Chairperson or Member,
make a reference to the Search Committee for filling up of the
vacancy.

(3) The Search Commi ttee shall recommend a panel of at least three
names for every vacancy referred to it.

(4) The Search C
for appointment as

ommittee shall, before recommending any person
the Chairperson or a Member of the Commission.

satist/ itself that such person does not have any financial or other
interest which is likely to affect prejudicially his functions as such
Chairperson or Member.

(5) No appointment of the Chairperson or Member shall be invalid
merely by reason of any vacancy or absence of a Member in the
Search Committee.

(6) Subject to the provisions of sub-sections (2) to (5), the Search
Committee may regulate its own procedure.

6. (l) The Chairperson shall hold office for a term not exceeding
four years and shall not be eligible for any extension or
reappointment:

Term of
office and
conditions of
service of
Chairperson
and
Members.

Provided that such person shall cease to hold olllce after attaining

)

I
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(2) The term ol office of an ex fficb Member shall continue as

long as he holds the office by virtue of which he is such Membet'.

(3) Where a Member 'other than an ex olficio Member' is absent

from three consecutive ordinary rneetings olthe Commission and the

cause of such absence is not attributable to any valid reason in the

opinion ol the Commission, such Member shall be deemed to have

vacated the seat.

(4) The salary and allowances payable to, and other terms and

conditions of service of the Chairperson and Member 'other than an

ex-oficio Member' shall be such as may be prescribed.

(5) The Chairperson or a Member may, -
(a) relinquish his office by giving in writing to the Central

Government a notice of not less than three months; or

(b) be removed from his office in accordance with the provisions

of section 7:

Provided that such person may be relieved from duties earlier than

three months or be allowed to continue beyond three months until a

successor is appointed, if the Central Govemment so decides.

(6) The Chairperson and every member olthe Commission shall make

declaration of his assets and his liabilities at the time olentering upon

his office and at the time of demitting his office and also declare his

professional and commercial engagement or involvement in such

form and manner as may be prescribed. and such declaration shall be

published on the website of the Commission.

(7) The Chairperson or a Member, ceasing to hold office as suc

shall not accept, for a period ol two years from the date of demitting

such office, ar.ry employment, in any capacity, including as a

consultant or an expefi, in any private dental institution, whose matter

has been dealt with by such Chairperson or Member, directly or

indirectly:

h.

Provided that nothing herein shall be construed as preventing

such person from accepting an employment in a body or institution,
including dental institution, controlled or maintained by the Central

Govemment or a State Govemment:

Provided further that nothing herein shall prevent the Central
Government ftom permitting the Chairperson or a Member to accept

any employment in any capacity, including as a consultant or expert
in any private dental institution whose matter has been dealt with by
such Chairperson or Member.

7. (1) The Central Government may, by order, remove from office
the Chairperson or any other Member. who

Removal ol
Chairperson
and Member
of

6

the age of seventy years.

I
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Commission

(a) has been adjudged an insolvent; or

n convicted of an offence which. in the opinion of the
Central Government, involves moral turpitude; or

(b) has bec

come physically or mentally incapable of acting as a(c) has be
Member: or

unsound mind and stands so declared by a competent
court; or

(d) is of

(e) has acquire
affect prejudiciall

d such financial or other interest as is likely to
y his functions as a Member; or

sed his position as to render his continuance in
office prejudicial to public interest.

(f) has so abu

e removed under clauses (e) and (f) ol sub-
section ( I ) unless he has been given a reasonable oppo(unity of being
heard in the matter.

(2) No Member shall b

a Secretariat for the Commission to be headed
by a Secretary. to be appointed by the Central Government in
accordance with the provisions ofsection 5.

8. (l) There shall be Appointment
of Secretary,
experts,
professionals,
officers and
other
employees of
Commission.

on shall be a person of proven
possessing such qualilications

(2) The Secretary of the Commissi
administrative capacity and integrity,
and experience as may be prescribed.

be appointed by the Central Govemment for
a term of four years and shall not be eligible lor any extension or re_
appointment.

(3) The Secretary shall

scharge such functions of the Commission
as are assigned to him by the Commission and as may be specified by
regulations made under this Act.

(4) The Secretary shall di

on may, for the efficient discharge of its functions
under this Act, appoint such officers and other employees, as it
considers necessary, against the posts created by the Central
Government.

(5) The Comnrissi

e salaries and allowances payable to, and other terms and
conditions of service ofthe Secretary, officers and other employees of
the Commission shall be such as may be prescribed.

(6) rh

ommission may engage. in accordance with the procedure
specified by regulations, such number of experts and professionals of
integrity and outstanding ability, who have special knowledge of, and

(7) The C

ublic health.dental education.ex rience in such fields. includi

7
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management, health econonrics. quality assurance. patient advocacy.
health research, science and technology. administration, finance.
accounts and law, as it deems necessary, to assist the Commission in
the discharge of its functions under this Act.

9. (1) The Commission shall meet at least once every quarter at such
time and place as may be appointed by the Chairperson.

Meetings,
etc., of
Commission.

(2) The Chairperson shall preside at the meeting of the Commission
and if for any reason the Chairperson is unable to attend a meeting ol
the Commission, any other Member, being the President of an

Autonomous Board, nominated by the Chairperson, shall preside at

the meeting.

(3) Unless the procedure to be fbllowed at the meetings of the

Commission is otherwise provided by regulations, one-half of the
total number of Members of the Commission including the
Chairperson shall constitute the quorum and all the acts of the

Commission shall be decided by a rnajority of the members, present

and voting and in the event olequality of votes, the Chairperson, or in
his absence, the President of the Autonomous Board nominated under

sub-section (2). shall have the casting vole.

(4) 'l'he general superintendence. direction and control ol the

administration of the Commission shall vest in the Chairperson.

(5) No act done by the Commission shall be questioned on the

ground ofthe existence of a vacancy in, or a defect in the constitution
of, the Commission.

(6) A person who is aggrieved by any decision ol the Commisslon
except the decision rendered under sub section (4) of section 30 may

prefer an appeal to the Central Covernnent against such decision

within thirty days of the communication of such decision.

10. ( I ) The Commission shall perform the following functions,
namely:-

Powers and
functions of
Commission.

(a) lay down policies tbr maintaining a high quality and high
standards in dental education and make necessary regulations in
this behall

(b) lay down policies fbr regulating dental institutions, dental
researches and dental professionals and make necessary regulations
in this behalf;

(c) assess the requirements in dental health care. including human
resources for dental health and health care infrastructure and
develop a road map for meeting such requirements;

(d) promote, co-ordinate and frame guidelines and lay down
policies by making necessary regulations for the proper functioning
of the Commission. the Autonomous Boards and the State Dental

s

I

I
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Councils;

(e) ensure coordination among the Autonomous Boards;

measures, as may be necessary, to ensure
compliance by the State Dental Councils of the guidelines framed
and regulations made under this Act for their effective functioning
under this Act;

(f; take such

late jurisdiction with respect to the decisions ol
the Autonomous Boards;

(g) exercise appel

icies and codes to ensure observance of
professional ethics in dental profession and to promote ethical
conduct during the provision ofcare by dentists;

(h) lay down pol

r determination of fees and all other
charges in respect of fifty per cent of seats in private dental
institutions and deemed to be universities which are governed
under the provisions of this Act;

(i) frame guidelines lb

r powers and perform such other functionsO exercise such othe
as may be prescribed

) All orders and decisions of the
authenticated by the signature ofthe Secretary

Commission shall be
(2

(3) The Commission
administrative and financ

egate such of its powers
as it deems fit, to the Secretary.

may del
ial matters,

of

(4) The Commission
such of its powers to s
enable them to accompli

may constitute sub-committees and delegate
uch sub-committees as may be necessary to
sh specific tasks.

CHAPTER III

THE DENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

t shall constitute an advisory body to
Council.

1f. (l) The Central Governmen
be known as the Dental Advisory

Constitution
and
composition
of Dental
Advisory
Council.

(2) The Council shall consi
members, namely :-

st of a Chairperson and the following

Chairperson of the Council:
erson of the Comlr.rission shall be the ex fficio(a) the Chairp

seven ex-officio members of the Commission appointed
r sub-section 3 of section 4 and three part-time members of the

Commission appointed under sub-section 4 of section 4. shall be
the ex fficio members of the Council;

(b)
unde

(c) one member to represent each State. who is the Vice-
Chancellor of a health Universi in that State. to be nominated b

9
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that State Government;

(d) one member to represent each Union
Vice-Chancellor of a health University in that Union territory, to be

nominated by the Ministry of Home Affairs in the Government of
India;

territory, who is the

nominated by that State Dental Council;

(e) one member to represent each St

from amongst elected members of the
ate and each Union territorY
State Dental Council, to be

(0 the Chainnan, University Grants Commission;

(g) the Director, National Assessment and Accreditation Councill

nated by the Central Government
the post of Director in the Indian

Institutes of Management and the

(h) lour members to be nomi
from amongst persons holding
Institutes ol TechnologY. Indian

lndian Institute of Science:

territory, the Vice-Chancellor of a University within that State or

Union ierritory having the largest number of dental colleges affiliated

to it shall be nominated by the State Covernment or by the Ministry of

Home Aflairs in the Government of India:

Provided that if there is no health Univers ity in any State or Union

Frovided further that if there is no

territory, the Ministry of Home Affairs shatl nominate a member who

porr.ri", such dental qualification and experience as may be

University in any Union

prescribed.

Functions ol
Dental
Advisory
Council.

the primary platlbrm through which

es may put forth their views and

concerns before the Commission and help in shaping the overall

agenda, policy and action relating to dental education and training'

12. (1) The Council shall be

the States and Union territon

advise the Commission on nleasl-res to

and to coordinate maintenance o1. the
(2) The Council shall

determine and maintain'
minimum standards in all matters relating to dental education, training

and research.

(3) The Council shall advise the Co

enhance equitable access to dental education
mmission on measures to

Meetings of
Dental
Advisory
Council.

13. (1) The Council shall meet at least tw
place as may be decided by the Chairperson

ice a year at such time and

(2) The Chairperson shall Preside
if lbr any reason the Chairperson is

Council. such other member as no

at the meeting of the Council and

unable to attend a meeting of tl.re

minated by the Chairperson shall

preside over the meeting

filiy

lornr

ef at ollsSCrwl fo ed t)d1Sufe th() etheS C (l gueJ n1I.J CS )'ppro(
haC shalCll ud thcthf Ce uo rlclthI n1c rsembc o rpersonenCIC o lngtp

ilb dcc e ed bdalshLIo C1l1Cac otS tlri ealanduluoruhe

t0

l

I

I
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National
Eligibility-
cum-
Entrance
Test.

CHAPTER IV

NATIONAL EXAMINATION

14. (l) There shall be a uniform National Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test for admission to the undergraduate and postgraduate dental
education in all Dental institutions which are governed by the
provisions of this Act:

Provided that the uniform National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
for admission to the postgraduate dental education shall continue till
the National Exit Test under sub-section 5 of section 15 comes into
force.

Provided further that the uniform National Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test for admission to the undergraduate dental education shall also be
applicable to all dental institutions governed under any other law for
the time being in force.

(2) The National Medical Commission shall conduct the National
Eligibitity-cum-Entrance Test in English and in such other languages,
through such designated authority and in such manner, as may be
specifi ed by regulations.

(3) The Commission shall specify by regulations the manner of

Provided that the designated authority of the Central Govemment
shall conduct the common counselling for All India seats and the
designated authority of the State Government shall conduct the
common counselling for the seats at the State level.

ls. (l) A common final year undergraduate dental examination. to
be known as the National Exit Test (Dental) shall be held for granting
licence to practice dentistry as dentists and for enrolment in the State
Register or the National Register, as the case may be.

National Exit
Test (Dental).

(2) rhe Commission shall conduct the National Exit Test (Dental)
through such designated authority and in such manner as may be
specifi ed by regulations.

(3) The National Exit Test (Dental) shall become operational on
such date, within three years from the date of commencement of this
Act, as may be appointed by the Central Government. by notification.

(4) Any person with a foreign dental qualification shall have to
qualify National Exit Test (Dental) for the purpose of obtaining
licence to practice dentistry as dentist and for enrolment in the State
Register or the National Register, as the case may be in such manner
as may be specified by regulations.

l1

majority of the members present and voting.

conducting common counselling by the designated authority for
admission to undergraduate and postgraduate seats in all the dental
institutions which are governed by the provisions of this Act:
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(5) The National Exit Test (Dental) shall be the basis for
to the postgraduate dental education in dental institutions which are

governed under the provisions of this Act or under any other law for
the time being in force and shall be done in such a manner as may be

specifi ed by regulations.

admission

(6) The Commission shall sPecifY

conducting common counselling bY

admission to the poslgradtlatc seats in

by regulations the manner of
the designated authority for
the dental institutions referred

to in sub-section (5):

shall conduct the common counselling for Atl India seats and the

designated authority of the State Govemment shall conduct the

common counselling ior the seats at the State level.

Provided that the designated authority of the Central Government

CHAPTERV

AUTONOMOUS BOARDS

Constitution
of
Autonomous
Boards.

te ftl The Central Government shall, by noti

following autonomous Boards. under the over

Commission, to perform the functions assigned

this Act, namely: -
(a) the Under- Graduate Dental Education Board

(b) the Post-Graduate Dental Education Board

(c) the Dental Assessment and Rating Board; and

(d) the Ethics and Dental Registration Board.

fication, constitute the
all supervision of the
to such Boards under

b-section ( I ) shall be an autonomous

nctions under this Act subject to the
(2) Each Board refened to in su

body which shall carrY out its fu
regulations made by the Commission.

Composition
of
Autonomous
Boards.

whole-time Members and two part-time Members'
17. (l) Each Autonomous Board shall consist of a President and two

(2) The President of each Autonomous
(including one paft-time Member) of the

Education Board and the Post-Graduate Den

two Members (including one part-time Member) each of the Dental

Assessment and Rating Board and the Ethics and Dental Registration

Board shall be persons of outstanding abitity. proven administrative

capacity and integrity, possessing a postgraduate degree in any

diicipline of dentistry from any University and having experience of
not less than fifteen years in such tield, out of which at least seven

years shall be as a leader in the area ofdental education, public health,

or health research.

Board. three Members
Under-Graduate Dental

tal Education Board, and

(3) The third Member of the Dental Assessment and Rating Board
int 1t.lSS llC So SCab a nclo1' LI tandS ty p coltersoil gtyhals be lugl)

ual tcem IIfd SC ct1 oS t.the0 Il l.Icull de!'radOS

t2

I

I

I

I
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assurance. law or sci
not less than fifteen
least seven years shall be as a leader

ence and technology from any University, having
years' experience in such field, out of which at

assurance, public health, law or patient advocacy
and having not less than fifteen years, experience
which at least seven years shall be as a leader.

ird thi
di ti

di
uali

1 Th tlre M n.) Tbe Io hc( ) E iIII Dd talen R stra no oardBeg
s ha eb a ol's oII of LI tans ba hope has entd nstrao ted cttbtlg ty p

core rd io o kr lto den tal eth cS Io a t.)rso fo LI() stan l1 biape
SCS S SI a st d au dpo altI I.)ng o rhf dcpo gra S C l.l se Ioegree v p q

fro Ilr an U t.t I rSev ty
11.) LIs fich e d tto of

(5) The fourth Member of each
time Member. shall be chosen fro
the State Dental Council in such a

Autonomous Boards, being a part-
m amongst the elected Members of
manner as may be prescribed.

Members of the Autonomous Boards, except Members referred to in
sub-section (5) of section 17, on the recommendations made bv the
Search Cornmittee constituted under section 5 in accordance witir the
procedure specified in that section.

18. The Central Govemment shall appoint the Presidenr and Search

Committee
for
appointment
of President
and
Members.

f9. (l) The President and Memb
of each Autonomous Board shal

ers (other than part-time Members)
I hold the olfice for a term nor

exceeding four years and shall not be eligible for any extension or re_
appointment:

Term of,
office and
conditions of
service of
President and
Members.

Provided that parr{ime M
shall hold the offlce for a term ol

embers of each Autonomous Board
two years:

Pro edd hfurt r rha ll Me berrlt Sha easC e o oh d fllo cC CIaft
t1:l Illilt tl h ae c Io SE lle eAI'Sv v

conditions of service of the President and Members (other than part-
time Members) of an Autonomous Board shall be such as may be
prescribed.

(2) The salary and allowances payab le to. and other terms and

Provided that part-time Members of each Autonomous Board shall
be entitled for such allowances as may be prescribed

ons of sub-sections (3), (5), (6) and (7) of section 6
relating to other terms and conditions of service of. and section 7
relating to removal from the office of. the Chairperson and Members
of the Commission shall also be applicable to the president and
Members ol the Autonomous Boards.

(3) The proi,isi

Autonomous Board, except the Ethics and Dental
Registration Board, shall be assisted by such advisory committees of
experts as may be constituted by the Commission for the efficient
discharge ofthe functions of such Boards under this Act.

20. (1) Each Advisory
Committees
of Experls.

13
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Commission for the eftlcient discharge of the functions of that Board

under this Act.

(2) The Ethics and Dental Registration Bo

such ethics committees of experts as may
ard shall be assisted by
be constituted by the

Staff of
Autonomous
Boards.

appointed under section 8 shall be made available to the Autonomous

Boards in such number, and in such manner, as may be specified by

regulations by the Commission.

experts, professionals. officers and other employees21. Thc

Meetings,
etc.. of
Autonomous
Boards.

22. (l ) Every Autonomous Board shall meet at least once a month at

such time and place as it may appoint

(2) All decisions of the Autonomous Boards shall be made bY

majority of votes of the President and Members

t.t ce\i dI') IShorc SOilsect t1() 82 aggn10S on ithc IO ptlS toectJ p)(

ca rhtoeal1.111f'erllrard ilBoon oI',l ) LIS ppatlI uto v pre
S O onlllt CCdb vv fo rhex sdaS1th ltS 0 ltS l-ruc dectsS onoC mml agalns

communication of such decision

Powers of
Autonomous
Boards and

delegation of
powers.

Board shall have such

e delegated to it by the
23. (1) The President of e

administrative and financial
Commission to enable such Board to function efficiently

ach Autonomous
powers as may b

Board may further delegate

cer of that Board.
(2) The President o

any of his powers to a
I an Autonomous
Member or an offi

Powers and

functions of
Under-
Graduate
Dental
Education
Board.

Z+ (l) fn" Under-Graduate DentaI Education Board shall Perform

the following lunctions. namelY:-

(a) determine standards of dent education at undergraduate

level and oversee all aspects relating thereto;
al

(b) develop competency
undergraduate level in accordan

based dynamic curriculum at

ce with the regulations made under

this Act:

addressing the needs of basic dental care services, comm

dental caie and famity dental care to ensure dental care in

areas, in accordance with the provisions of the regulations

under this Act;

tbr
unit1,'

such
made

(c) develop comPetencY based dynamic cumiculum

setlltir rtbotr sn11st uttaldeno iut1rde rlesan')fi cd p( )
0ds tl.reio erh ueere dhaCo Surscer uat 11g garl]t ndl-l gradlngpart

IS oforlsthth IOrdo t.1il cenn11() ilccnobalthe S.and
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the regulations made under this Act;

(e) determine the minimum requirements and standards for
conducting courses and examinations for undergraduates in dental
institutions, having regard to the needs of creativity at local levels,
including designing of some courses by individual institutions, in
accordance with provisions ofthe regulations made under this Act;

e standalds and norms for infrastructure. facultv and
quality of education in dental institutions providing undergraduate
dental education in accordance with provisions of the regulations
made under this Act;

(f) determin

(g) facititate development and training of faculty
teaching undergraduate courses.

members

(h) facilitate
exchange prog

research and the intemational student and faculty
rammes relating to undergraduate dental education;

electronically or otherwise, by dental institutions, in respect of their
functions which have a bearing on the interest of all stakeholders
including students, faculty, the Commission and the Central
Government;

nofins for compulsory annual disclosures,(i) specify

grant recognition Io a dental qualification at the und
level

ergraduateo

er-Graduate Dental Education Board may, in the
duties, make such recommendations to. and seek such

(2) The Und
discharge of its
directions from, the Commission, as it deems necessary

te Dental Education Board shall perform the
ly:-

25. (l) The Post-Gradua
following f,rnctions, name

Powers and
functions of
Post-
Graduate
Dental
Education
Board.

etermine the standards of dental education at the
postgraduate level in accordance with the regulations made under
this Act and oversee all aspects relating thereto;

(a) d

) develop competency based dynamic curriculum at
postgraduate level in accordance with the regulations made under
this Act, with a view to develop appropriate skill, knowledge.
attitude, values and ethics among postgraduates to provide health
care, impart dental education and conduct dental research;

(b

(c) frame guidelines for setting up of dental institutions for
imparting postgraduate courses, having regard to the needs of the
country and global norms, in accordance with the regulations
made under this Act;

(d) determine the minimum requirements and standards for

l5

I

I

I
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conducting postgraduate courses and examinations in dental

institution. in accordance with the regulations made under this Act:

(e) determine standards and norms for infrastructure, faculty and

quality of education in dental institutions conducting postgraduate

dental education, in accordance with the regulations made under

this Act;

(f) facilitate development and training ol the

teaching postgraduate coursesi

faculty members

(g) tacilitate research and the international student an

exchange programmes relating to postgraduate dental education;
d faculty

(h) specily norms for compulsory annual

electronically or otherwise, by dental institutions in respect oftheir
functions that has a bearing on the interest of all stakeholders

including students, faculty. the Commission and the Central

Government;

disclosure.

(i) grant recognition to
postgraduate level;

the dental qualifications at the

d may, in the
ons to- and seek

such clirections liom. thc Comt.nission, as it deems necessary'

(2) The Post-Graduate Dental Education Boar

discharge of its functions, make such recommendati

Powers and
functions of
Dental
Assessment
and Rating
Board.

26. (l) The Dental Assessment and Rat ing Board shall perform the

following fu nctions. namelY:'

the Under-Graduate Dental Education Board or the Post-Graduate

Dental Education Board, as the case may be- in accordance with

the regulations made under this Act;

(a) detemrine the Procedure
iristitutions lbr their comPlian

for assessiug and rating the dental

ce with the standards laid down bY

fa new dental institution,
increase number of seats,

(b) grant permission for establishment o

or to start any postgraduate course or to
in accordance with the provisions of section 28;

ions for assessing and
the regulations made

(c) cany out inspections of dental institut
rating such institutions in accordance with
under this Act

Provided that the Dental Assessment and Rating Board may.

deems necessary, hire and authorise any other third party agency or

persons for carrying out inspections of dental institutions fbr
assessing and rating such institutions:

if ir

Provided further that where inspection of dental

carried out by such third party agency or persons authorised by the
institutions is

Dental Assessment and Ratin Board. it shall be obli to on sucl.t

I

I
I

I

I

I
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institutions to provide access to such agency or person;

d co dt1 u ro h ree IIdee S
( ) ct. l.) CSec I l'le ane nd en ed IIsarv p ep

rat 1.) il et.IC Se to I')co LId c sesAS Sg and Ia e alt, entalcl t1 tiS tut lto S.
th II uS hc I od fo h re1 o IlINpe at.l d e r earpe thereafter tilv

UCS tlh cI',ll da1.l i) maas be ec fied ICv lat IIo Ssp by gu

assessment and ratings of dental institutions at regular intervals in
accordance with the regulations made under this Act;

(e) make available on its website or in public domain the

essential standards specified by the Under-Graduate Dental
Education Board or the Post-Graduate Dental Education Board, as
the case may be. in accordance with the regulations made under
this Act.

ti

din fb
insti lo

take ucS h I]I feasu c C11 LIs(0 d rnng OS no fop
ol'lt l1e aet.t dTE Cu ntary ll eakp v sor o a e fo adm SS ons andpp
coIC llln.) ne o Cthe 1',t1Ino S sl o lt rg thdrawa fo

S1.) ll den il tu ol.Iagal r ta Llre o a111 n ta l.t erh lIml ul11II

ti

recti

f Th t)ental CSSS snl e tl') dan Ra 1.1 Board ma n th de scharIo tS IIfu tlC no LICS hrnakes, dan seek LtS L^ h
d l')o S fiotl.I rh Ce 11It)o S s lto AS t dec sn1 ell s Sary

1u

) 7 cth E Crhi S( an I)d) talcn Re stratlo Bn aro sd hal rfb 1111 thcpe
fo o n ct1II l1s0 tlam v

Powers and
functions of
Ethics and
Dental
Registration
Board.

tain National Registers ol all
accordance with the provisions of section 3 I ;

licensed dentists in
(a) main

(b) regulate professional
accordance with the regulat

conduct
ions mad

and promote dental ethics in
e under this Act:

ri
les

ferred
t'e

Pro ded ath the F- h c al.)s d De ta1.1 Re stra I.)ogr
elt ocs lcu n'l can oc thf c odc ep oI ro S onal and thiep cal oc t]d cLl
throu Cth taS te De talII Cgh o ncLI n il case here S !^LI Sh ta De enta

oC u11 C sha eeb n oc I.) cr to etak dpo Ca no S IIp nary
res tc fo ro ss nalop eth co rp al n.l ond tLtc b dent s S efundv

State Dental Councils to effectively promote and regulate the
conduct of dentists and professionals;

(c) develop mechanisms to have continuous interaction with

(d) exercise appellate jurisdi
taken by a State Dental Council

ction with
under secti

respect to the actions
on 30.

2 eTh IIrh c anS d Den al) Re S la otr t.I B aldo atm n eth dg hSC AI cvIL) dS tiLI ES akl.t1 e s huc utrec0 endn1 ll orls al.ld eSC Sk uch d re octl n S

lllfro the oC It1m S S IIo as eemd I')S CEe SSary

a new dental college or start any28. (1) No person shall establish Permission
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for
establishment
of new dental
college.

postgraduate course or increase number of seats without obtaining
prior permission of the Dental Assessment and Rating Board.

(2) For the purposes of obtaining permission under su

a person may submit a scheme to the Dental Assessment and Rating

Board in such fom, containing such particulars, accon.rpanied by such

fee. and in such manner, as may be specified by regulations.

b-section (1),

(3) The Dental Assessment and Rating Board shall'

regard to the criteria specified in section 29, consider the scheme

reieived under sub-section (2) and either approve or disapprove such

scheme within a period of six months from the date of such receipt:

having due

Provided that before disapproving such scheme. an oppofiunity to

rectify the defects, if any, shall be given to the person concemed

(4) Where a scheme is approved under

approval shall be the permission under sub-
sub-section (3), such

section (l ) to establish

new dental college

nder sub-section (3), or where

of submitting a scheme under

sub-section (1). the person concerned may prefer an appeal to the

Commission for approval of the scheme within fifteen days of such

disapproval or, as the case may be, lapse of six months, in such

manner as may be specified by regulations.

(5) Where a scheme is disaPProved u

no decision is taken within six months

Scheme, or fails to give its decision within the specified period, the

person concemed may prefer a second appeal to the Central

tiovemment within thirty days of communication of such disapproval

or, as the case may be, lapse of specified period.

fb
dun Ser burece eda ealthcntlll SS o11 ppCoThc6( )

eclahe ote ICC1froS tn1f rt veti dat'l d() o prh ItI1CSC tr i')o 5 v( ) pe
hehen.r CS ttc thS SCCSS noetl.r ()C t.tlmIand cascltrhI e al p1'oapo appe

b S athl1 eto taSSf t)LI cSC oriSIIS 11o eunderh nl.l (va hallS beroa pcpp
cthesdSS t1ooC lltIrlthecase1n prosapancloc C e1adc IIcl.t

Board may conduct
tion at any time, either

(7) The Dental Assessment and Rating

evaluation and assessment ofany dental institu

directly or through any other expert having integrity and experience of
dental profession and without any prior notice and assess and evaluate

the performance. standards and benchmarks ofsuch dental institution'

Explanction.- For the purposes of this se

includes a University, trust or any other association of persons or

body ofindividuals, but does not inciude the Central Government.

ction, the term "person"

Criteria for
approving or
disapproving
scheme.

29. While approving or disapproving a scheme under s

Dental Assessment and Rating Board, or the Commission, as lhe case

may be, shall take into consideration the fbllowing criteria' namely:-

ection 28, the

(a) adequacy of financial resources;

18
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(b) whether adequate academic faculty and other necessary
facilities have been provided to ensure proper functioning of
dental college or would be provided within the time-limit specified
in the scheme;

(c) whether adequate hospital facilities have been provided or
would be provided within the time-limit specified in the scheme:

(d) such other factors as may be prescribed:

Provided that, subjecl to the previous approval of the Central
Govemment, the criteria may be relaxed for the dental colleges which
are set up in such areas as may be specified by regulations.

30.( I ) The State Govemment shall, within three years of the
commencement of this Act, take necessary steps to establish a State
Dental Council if no such Council exists in that State.

State Dental
Councils.

(2) Where a State Act confers power upon the State Dental Council
to take disciplinary actions in respect of any professional or ethical
misconduct by a registered dentist or professional, the State Dental
Council shall act in accordance with the regulations made, and the
guidelines framed, under this Act:

Provided that till such time as a State Dental Council is established
in a State, the Ethics and Dental Registration Board shall receive the
complaints and grievances relating to any professional or ethical
misconduct against a registered dentist or professional in that State in
accordance with such procedure as may be specified by regulations:

Provided further that the Ethics and Dental Registration Board or, as

the case may be, the State Dental Council shall give an opportunity of
hearing to the dentist or professional concemed before taking any
action, including imposition of any monetary penalty against such
person.

(3) A dentist or professional who is aggrieved by any action taken
by a State Dental Council under sub-section (2) may prefer an appeal
to the Ethics and Dental Registration Board against such action, and
the decision, ifany, ofthe Ethics and Dental Registration Board there
upon shall be binding on the State Dental Council, unless a second
appeal is preferred under sub-section (4).

(4) A dentist or professional who is aggrieved by the decision ofthe
Ethics and Dental Registration Board may prefer an appeal to the

Commission within sixty days olcommunication of such decision.

Explanation.-For the purposes of this Act,-
(a) "State" includes Union territory and the expressions "State

Govemment" and "State Dental Council", in relation to a Union
territory, shall respectively mean the "Central Government" and
"Union Territory Dental Council";

r9
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(b) the expression "proflessional or e

an) act of commission or omission
thical misconduct" includes

as may be specified bY

regulations.

National
Register and
State

Register.

Registration Board shall maintain a

the name, address. all recognised

licensed dentist and such other

31.(I) The Ethics and Dental

National Register containing
qualifications possessed bY a

particulars as may be specihed by regulations

(2) The National Register sh

including electronic form and in such a manner, as

by regulations.

d in such form,
may be specified

all be maintaine

ualification may be added to,
and the grounds for removal

(3) The manner in which a name or q

or removed from. the National Register

thereof. shall be such as may be specified by the regulations'

ri
Indiri

lt crhthienLl l1tdoccbt-tabeshaltercR Snal l)Ne oit1
't 

h gr( )
8 72cden Acean Evio4 tf he t.SEf c l1o lonleanl ng

I of 1872.

6; The National Register shall be made available to the Public bY

and Dental Registration Board.placing it on the website ofthe Ethics

tb suppll
ri

u cre LIIiUl11 rlntarmal v pdatgutlrS6 E c) rv(
ildanllnattroc clI ve Ccclcrh11stcrRec1at specSth gl

B11 oardstlit t)talDenCS dantlrto Ec rhc Regisallloc o theIcal pvVSph
co thii Sencen]f ch oc mmel.Il10 othsu')n threerh

synchronization of the National

such a manner that anY chang

reflected in the other register.

ister

l.) cureNS e ectrohaSl1o oardllRe S atrrDed ll althE c alnSh1' e gl7)(
llctt StertaS teetlrandcR gr

calmatlau oSTC ster )'onelnC

l)entists Act. 1948

rhi
form,

fi

t1tltil r aal SOal l,llaloardI] shtratrS l-loRetaldan ent)E S!^
'I'he grs( )

UC a l'sh filtarn t1 II LICSocl.l LICs hS cf paotI RcnalNe aSCparat
tl1 oo Snalfero SSnde talafoSScdad rdlt paCltaml1 thet1 C ud
l'IC st ASerPIN BilItIC steredand pensual ilc got1taldenSSISSE qrlgpo

of

Rights of
persons to
have licence
to practice
and to be

enrolled in
National
Register or
State Register
and their
obligations
thereto.

have his name and qualifications enrolled in the National Register or a

State Register. as the case may be:

t'h cd und\I: t estTatN onalual ESII thewh11 oAn rso.,2 q( ) )' pe
alshtrn s dant1 CC eden toe ad C l\be) ll pracshn()CSE tr gran

Provided that a person who has

Register maintained under the De
been registered in the Indian Dental

ntists Act. 1948 prior to the coming
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t6
1948.

of

(2) No person who has obtained dental qualification from a dental
institution established in any country outside India and is recognised
as a dentist in that country, shall, after the commencement of this Act
and the National Exit Test becomes operational under sub-section (3)
of section 15, be enrolled in the National Register unless he qualifies
the National Exit Test.

(3) When a person whose name is entered in the State Register or
the National Register, as the case may be, obtains any title, diploma or
other qualification for proficiency in sciences or public health or
dentistry which is a recognised dental qualification under section 34
or section 35, as the case may be, he shall be entitled to have such
title, diploma or qualification entered against his name in the State
Register or the National Register, as the case may be, in such manner
as may be specified by regulations.

33. (l) No person other than a person who is enrolled in the State
Register or the National Register, as the case may be, shall-

Bar
practice.

to

(a) be allowed to practice dentistry as a qualified dentist;

(b) hold office as a dentist or any other office, by whatever name
called, which is meant to be held by a dentist;

(c) be entitled to sign or authenticate a medical or fitness
certificate or any other certificate required by any law to be signed
or authenticated by a duly qualified dentist;

I of 1872.

(d) be entitled to give evidence at any inquest or in any court of
law as an expert under section 45 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872
on any matter relating to dentistry:

Provided that the Commission shall submit a list of such dental
professionals to the Central Govemment in such manner as may be
prescribed:

Provided further that a foreign citizen who is enrolled in his
country as a dentist in accordance with the law regulating the
registration of dentists in that country may be permitted temporary
registration in India for such period and in such manner as may be
specified by regulations.

(2) Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of this
section shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to five lakh rupees
or with both.

CHAPTER VI

RECOGNITION OF DENTAL QUALIFICATIONS

2l

into force of this Act and before the National Exit Test becomes
operational under sub-section (3) of section 15, shall be deemed to
have been registered under this Act and be enrolled in the National
Register maintained under this Act.
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Recognition
of dental
qualifications
granted by
universities
or dental
institutions in
India.

34. (l) The dental qualification granted by any Un
institution in India shalt be listed and maintained by the Under-

Craduate Dental Education Board or the Post- Graduate Dental

Education Board, as the case may be, in such mannet as may be

specified by regulations and such dental qualification shall be a

recognised dental qualification lor the purposes ofthis Act.

iversity or dental

Post- Graduate Dental Education Board, as the case may be, may

apply to that Board for granting recognition to such qualification'

(2) Any University or dental institution in

undergraduate or postgraduate dental qualifi ca

list maintained by the Under- Graduate Dental

India which grants an

tion not included in the

Education Board or the

Education Board or the Post-

the case may be. shall examine

the application for grant of recognition to a dental qualification within

u p.iiod ol six months in such manner as may be specified by

regulations.

(3) The Under- Graduate Dental

Graduate Dental Education Board, as

duate Dental Education Board or the

on Board. as the case may be. decides
(4) Where the Under- Gra

Posl- Graduate Dental Educati

to grant recognition to a dental qualification, it shall include such

denlal qualifi-ation in the list maintained by it and also specify the

date of effect of such recognition.

Dental Education Board or Post-

as the case may be, decides not to

grant recognition to a dental qualification, the University or the dental

i-nstitution concerned may prefer an appeal to the Commission for

grant of recognition within sixty days of the communication of such

iecision. in such manner as may be specified by regulations'

151 Where the Under- Graduate

Graduate Dental Education Board.

the appeal received under sub-

months and if it decides that

ntal qualification, it maY direct
n Board or the Post- Graduate

Dental Education Board, as the case may be' to include such dental

qualification in the list maintained by that Board, in such manner as

may be specified by regulations.

(6) The Commission shall examine

section (5) within a Period of two

recognition may be granted to such de

the Under- Graduate Dental Educatio

(7) Where the Commission decides not to grant

dental qualification. or fails to take a decision w
period, the University or the dental institution conc

second appeal to the Central Government within
communication of such decision or lapse ol speci

recognition to the
ithin the specified
erned may prefer a

thirty days of the

fied period. as the

case may be

a8) AII dental qualifications which have been recognise

date oiconrmencement of this Act and are included in the Part-I ofthe
Schedule to the Dentists Act, 1948. shall also be recognised dental

d before tlie

qualificatio
maintained

lo s de dalllsha bandCIo th SesOSl:rh1'sn purp
ro ht edE cau no OB ardua Dcc iIllGradI-IU d rch
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' 1948. ucation Board, as the case may be, in such
manner as may be specified by regulations

Post- Graduate Dental Ed

an authority in any country outside India, which by
country is entrusted with the r.ecognition of dental

qualifications in that country, makes an application to the
Commission for granting recognition to such dental qualification in
India, the Commission may, subject to such verification as it may
deem necessary. either grant or refuse to grant recognition to that
dental qualification:

35. (1) Where
the law of that

Recognition
of dental
qualifications
granted by
dental
institutions
outside India.

Provided that the Commission
of being heard to such authori

shall give a reasonable opportunity
ty before refusing to grant such

recognltlon.

hich is granted recognition by the
(1) shall be a recognised dental

this Act, and such qualification shall
Commission in such manner as mav

(2) A dental qualification w
Commission under sub-section
qualification for the purposes of
be listed and maintained by the
be specified by regulations.

ses to grant recognition to the dental
(l), the authority concerned may
Government against such decision

on thereof.

(3) Where the Commission refu
qualification under sub-section
prefer an appeal to the Central
within thirty days of communicati

l6
1948.

of

cations which have been recognised before the
t of this Act and are included in part-Il of the

Schedule to the Denrists Act, 1948, shall also be recognised dental
qualifications for the purposes of this Act, and shall be listed and
maintained by the Commission in such manner as may be specified by
regulations.

(4) All dental qualifi
date ol commencemen

hi
cati fb

6-3 eTh end al ua fi) NSo ted b arlq statu o rogran rho fcry
bod n 1.)d la hC are ocv red b he cate no ES S ed n Crhv

cS dhe u Se hal eb orec l1 SCd d t1c ta ual fi O sI.) thr e LI So oCS fq p rp
rh S tC

Recognition
of dental
qualifications
granted by
statutory or
other body in
India.

Govemment may, on the recommendation of the
Commission, and having regard to the objects of this Act, by
notification, add to, or, as the case may be, omit from, the Schedule
any categories of dental qualifications granted by a statutory or other
body in India and on such addition, or as the case may be, omission,
the dental qualifications granted by such statutory or other body in
India shall be, or shall cease to be, recognized dental qualifications lor
the purposes of this Act.

(2) The Central

7,(1) Where. upon receiving a report lrom the Dental Assessment
and Rating Board under section 26, or otherwise. if the Commission is
ofthe opinion that-

and examination to be unde one rn. orLI the courses of stud

Withdrawal
of
recognition
granted to

23
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dental
qualification
granted by
dental
institutions in
India.

by, a University or dental institution do not conform to the

standards specified by the Under- Graduate Dental Education

Board or the Post- Graduate Dental Education Board. as the case

may be; or

(b) the standards and norms for infrastructure, laculty and

quality of education in dental institution as determined by the

Under- Graduate Dental Education Board or the Post- Graduate

Dental Education Board, as the case may be, are not adhered to

by any University or dental institution, and such University or

dintal institution has faited to take necessary corrective action to

maintain specified nrinimum standards. the Commission may

initiate action in accordance with the provisions of sub-section

(2):

the proficiency required from candidates at any exam ination helcl

suomotu withdrawal of recognition granted to the dental qualifrcation

awarded by a University or dental institution. impose penalty in

accordance- with the provisions of clause (f) ol sub-section (1) of

section 26.

Provided that the Cornmission shall' before taking any action for

institution, comes to the conclusion that the recognition granted to a

dental qualification ought to be withdrawn, it may, by order, withdraw

recogniiion granted to such dental qualification and direct the Under-

Grad"uate D-entat Education Board or the Post- Graduate Dental

Education Board, as the case may be, to amend the entries against the

University or dental institution concerned in the list maintained by

that Boaid to the effect that the recognition granted to such dental

qualification is withdrawn with eifect from the date specified in that

order.
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De-
recognition
of dental
qualifications
granted by
dental
institutions
outside India.

3& Wh.t". alter veriflcation with
outside India. the Commission is of
dental qualification which is included in the list maintained by it is to

be de-iecognised. it may. by order. de-recognise such dental

quatification and remove it from the tist maintained by the

Commission with effect from the date of such order.

the autholitl in anl countrY

the opinion that a lecognised

Special
provision in
certain cases

for
recognition
of dental
qualifications

39. Where the Commission deems it necessary. it may'

published in the Official Gazette, direct that any dental qualification
granted by a dental institution in a country outside India' after such

date as may be specified in that notification, shall be a recognised

dental qualification for the purposes of this Act:

Provided that dental practice by a person possessing such

qualification shall be permitted only if such person qualifies National

Exit Test.

by an order
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CHAPTER VII

GRANTS, AUDIT AND ACCOLINTS

40. The Central Government may, after due appropriation made by
Parliament by law in this behatf, make to the Commission grants of
such sums of money as the Central Government may think fit.

Grants by
Central
Govemment.

41. (l) There shall be constituted a fund to be called "the National
Dental Commission Fund" which shall form part ofthe public account
ollndia and there shall be credited thereto-

National
Dental
Commission
Fund.

(a) all Govemment grants, fees, penalties and charges received by
the Commission and the Autonomous Boards;

(b) all sums received by the Commission from such other sources
as may be decided by it.

(2) The Fund shall be applied for making payment towards-
(a) the salaries and allowances payable to the Chairperson and

Members of the Commission, the Presidents and Members of the
Autonomous Boards and the administrative expenses including the
salaries and allowances payable to the olficers and other employees
of the Commission and Autonomous Boards:

(b) the expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions of this
Act, including in connection with the discharge of the functions of
the Commission and the Autonomous Boards.

42 . (l) The Commission shall maintain proper accounts and other
relevant records and prepare an annual statement of accounts in such
lorm as may be prescribed. in consultation with the Comptroller and
Auditor- General of India.

Audit and
Accounts.

(2) The accounts of the Commission shall be audited by the
Comptroller and Auditor-General of India at such intervals as may be
specified by him and any expenditure incurred in connection with
such audit shall be payable by the Commission to the Comptroller and
Auditor-General of India.

(3) The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India and any other
persons appointed by him in connection with the audit ofthe accounts
of the Commission shall have the same rights and privileges and
authority in connection with such audit as the Comptroller and
Auditor-General generally has in connection with the audit of
Govemment accounts and in particular, shall have the right to demand
the production of, and complete access to, records, books, accounts,
connected vouchers and other documents and papers and to inspect
the office of the Commission.

(4) The accounts of the Commission as certified by the Comptroller
and Auditor-General ol India or any other person appointed by him in
this behalf, together with the audit report thereon, shall be forwarded
annuall the Commission to the Central Govemment which shallb

25
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cause the same to be laid, as soon as may be after it is rece ived. before

each House of Parliament.

Fumishing of
returns and
reports to
Central
Govemment.

43.(1) The Comrnission shall fumish to the

such time, in such form and in such manner, as may be prescribed or

as the Central Government may direct, such reports and statements,

containing such particulars in regard to any matter under the

jurisdiction of the Commission, as the Central Govemment may. fiom

time to time, require.

Central Govemment. at

(2) The Commission shall prepare' once every year.

and at such time as may be prescribed, an annual report. giving a

summary of its activities during the previous year and copies ol the

report shall be forwarded to the Central Government.

(3) A copy of the report received under

by the Central Govemment. as soon as

before each House of Parliament.

in such lir rrrr

sub-section (2) shall be laid
may be after it is received.

CHAPTER VIII

MISCELLANEOUS

Power of
Central
Govemment
to give
directions to
Commission
and
Autonomous
Boards.

the foregoing provisions ofthis Act' the

mous Boards shall, in exercise ol their

powers and discharge of their functions under this Act. be bound by

iuch directions on questions ofpolicy as the Central Government may

give in writing to them from time to time:

Provided that the Commission and the Autonomous Boards shall, as

far as practicable. be given an opportunity to express their views

before any direction is given under this sub-section'

44. (l ) Without prejudice to

Commission and the Autono

(2) The decision of the Central Govemmenl whether a question is

Power of
Central
Government
to give
directions to
State

Govemments

deem necessary, to a State Government for carrying out all or any of
the provisions of this Act and the State Government shall comply with

such directions.

45, The Central Government may glve such directions, as it may

Information
to be

fumished by
commission
and
publication
thereof.

46. ( I ) The Cornmission shall furnish suc

minutes. abstracts of its accounts. and other in
Gor ernment as that Governtnent may require

h reports, copies ol its
formation to the Central

(2) The Central Govemment may publish. in such manner as it may

minutes. abstracts of accottntsthink fiI. the rts. and other
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information furnished to it under sub-section ( I ).

47. Every University and dental institution governed under this Act
shall maintain a website at all times and display on its website all such
information as may be required by the Commission or an
Autonomous Board. as the case mav be.

Obligation of
universities
and dental
institutions.

48. (l) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, any student
who was studying for a degree, diploma or certificate in any dental
institution immediately before the commencement of this Act shall
continue to so study and complete his course for such degree, diploma
or certificate. and such institution shall continue to provide
instructions and examination for such student in accordance with the
syllabus and studies as existed before such commencement, and such
student shall be deemed to have completed his course of study under
this Act and shall be awarded degree, diploma or certificate under this
Act.

Completion
of courses of
studies in
dental
institutions.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, where
recognition granted to a dental institution has lapsed, whether by
efflux of time or by its voluntary surrender or for any other reason
whatsoever, such dental institution shall continue to maintain and
provide the minimum standards required to be provided under this Act
till such time as all candidates who are admitted in that dental
institution complete their study.

49. Every State Government may, for the purposes of addressing or
promoting primary health care in rural area. take necessary measures
to enhance the capacity of the healthcare professionals.

State

Government
to promote
primary
healthcare in
rural areas.

45
r 860

of

50. The Chairperson, Members, olficers and other employees ol the
Commission and the President, Members and officers and other
employees of the Autonomous Boards shall be deemed, when acting
or purporting to act in pursuance of any of the provisions of this Act,
to be public servants within the meaning of section 2l of the Indian
Penal Code.

Chairperson,
Members.
officers of
Commission
and of
Autonomous
Boards to be
public
servants.

51. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against
the Government, the Commission or any Autonomous Board or a
State Dental Council or any Committee thereof. or any officer or other
employee of the Govemment or of the Commission acting under this
Act for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done
under this Act or the rules or regulations made thereunder.

Protection of
action taken
in good laith.

52. No court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable under
this Act except upon a complaint in writing made in this behalf by an
officer authorised by the Commission or the Ethics and Dental

Cognizance
of offences.
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Registration Board or a State Dental Council, as the case may be

53. ( I ) lf, at any time, the Central Government is of opinion that -
(a) the Commission is unable to discharge the functions and

duties imposed on it by or under the provisions ofthis Act; or

(b) the Commission has persistently made default in
complying with any direction issued by the Central Government

under this Act or in the discharge ol the functions and duties

imposed on it by or under the provisions of this Act, the Central

Government may, by notification, supersede the Commission for
such period. not exceeding six months, as may be specified in
the notification:

Provided that before issuing a notification under this sub-

section, the Central Govemment shall give a reasonable

opportunity to the Commission to show cause as to why it
should not be superseded and shall consider the explanations

and objections, if any, of the Commission.

Power of
Central
Government
to supersede

Commission.

(2) Upon the publication of a notification under sub-sect ion (l)
superseding the Commission. -

(a) all the Members shall. as from the date of supersession, vacate

their offices as such;

(b) all the powers, functions and duties which may. by or under

the provisions of this Act, be exercised or discharged by or on

behalf of the Commission, shall, until the Commission is re-

constituted under sub-section (3), be exercised and discharged by

such person or persons as the Central Govemment may direct;

(c) all property owned or controlled by the Commission shall.

until the Commission is re-constituted under sub-section (3), vest in

the Central Government.

(3) On the expiration of the period of supersess ion specified in the

notification issued under sub-section ( I ), the Central Govemment

may,-
(a) extend the period of supersession for such further term not

exceeding six months, as it may consider necessary; or

(b) re-constitute the Commission by lresh appointment and in
such case the Members who vacated their offices under clause (a)

of sub-section (2) shall not be deemed disqualified for
appointment:

Provided that the Central Government may. at any time belore
the expiration of the period of supersession, whether as originally
specified under sub-section (1) or as extended under this sub-section,
take action under clause (b) of this sub-section.

(4) The Central Government shall cause a notiflcation issued under

sub-section (l ) and a lull report of any action taken under this section

and the circumstances leadin to such action to be laid before both

Draft National Dental Commission Bill. 2020
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Houses of Parliament at the earliest opportunity

54. (l) The Central Government may, by notification, make rules to
carry out the purposes ofthis Act.

Power to
make rules.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the
following matters, namely: -

(a) the manner of appointing ten Members of the Commission on
rotational basis from amongst the nominees ofthe States and Union
Territories in the Dental Advisory Council under clause (b) of sub-
section (4) of section 4;

(b) the manner of appointing nine members of the Commission
under clause (c) of ofsub-section (4) of section 4;

(c) the manner of nominating one expert by the Central
Govemment under clause (d) of of sub-section ( 1) of section 5;

(d) the salary and allowances payable to, and other terms and
conditions of service of the Chairperson and Members under sub-
section (4) of section 6;

(e) the form and the manner of making declaration under sub-
section (5A) of section 6.

(0 the qualifications and experience to be possessed by the
Secretary ofthe Commission under sub-section (2) ofsection 8;

(g) the salaries and allowances payable to, and other terms and
conditions of service of the Secretary, officers and other employees
ofthe Commission under sub-section (6) ofsection 8;

(h) the other powers and functions of the Commission under
clause O of sub-section ( I ) of section l0;

(i) the dental qualification and experience to be possessed by a
member under the second proviso to section I l;

O the manner of choosing part-time Members under sub-section
(5) of section l7;

(k) the salary and allowances payable to, and other terms and
conditions of service of the President and Members of an
Autonomous Board under sub-section (2), and the allowances
payable to part-time Members under the proviso thereunder, of
section l9;

(l) the other factors under clause (d) of section 29;

(m) the manner of submitting a list of medical professionals under
the second proviso to sub-section (1) of section 32;

(n) the form for preparing annual statement of accounts under
sub-section (l ) of section 41 ;

(o) the time within which, and the form and the manner in which,
the reports and statements shall be furnished by the Commission and
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the particulars with regard to any matter as may be required by the

Central Govemment under sub-section (l) olsection 421

(p) the form and the time for preparing annual report under sub-

section (2) of section 42;

(q) any other matter in respect of which provision is to be made by
rules.

55. ( I ) The Commission may, after previous publication, by

notification, make regulations consistent with this Act and the rules

made thereunder to carry out the provisions olthis Act.

(2) ln particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the

foregoing power, such regulations may provide for all or any of the

following matters, namely:-

(a) the functions to be discharged by the Secretary of the

Commission under sub-section (4) of section 8;

(b)the procedure in accordance with which experts and

professionals may be engaged and the number of such experts and

professionals under sub-section (7) of section 8l

(c)the procedure to be followed at the meetings of Commtss lolt.

including the quorum at its meetings under sub-section (3) of
section 9;

(d) the quality and standards to be maintained in dental educat

under clause (a) ol sub-section (1) ofsection l0;
lon

(e) the manner of regulating dental institutions, dental researches

and dental professionals under clause (b) of sub-section (l) of
section 10:

(f) the manner of functioning of the Commission, the Autonomous
Boards and the State Dental Councils under clause (d) of sub-

section (1) of section 10;

(g) the procedure to be followed at the meetings of the Dental
Advisory Council, including the quorum at its meetings under sub-
section (3) ofsection l3;

(h) the other languages in which and the manner in which the
National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test shall be conducted under
sub-section (2) of section l4;

(i) the manner ol conducting common counselling by the
designated authority for admission to the undergraduate and
postgraduate dental education under sub-section (3) of section l4;

O the designated authority. and the manner for conducting the
National Exit Test under sub-section (2) of section 15;

(k) the manner in which a person with foreign dental qualification
shall qualify National Exit Test under sub-section (4) ofsection l5;

30

Power to
make
regulations.

(l) the manner in which admission to the postgraduate dental
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education shall be made on the basis of National Exit Test under
sub-section (6) of section l5;

(m) the manner of conducting com[lon
designated authority for admission to the
education under sub-section (7) ofsection l5;

counselling b1, the
postgraduate dental

(n) the number of, and the manner in which, the experts,
professionals, officers and other employees shall be made available
by the Commission to the Autonomous Boards under section 2l;

(o) the curriculum at under-graduate level under clause (b) sub-
section (l) ofsection 24;

(p) the curriculum for basic dental care, community dental care
and family dental care under clause (c) sub-section (1) of section 24;

(q) the manner of imparting undergraduate courses by dental
institutions under clause (d) sub-section ( I ) of section 24;

(r) the minimum requirements and standards for conducting
courses and examinations lor undergraduates in dental institutions
under clause (e) sub-section ( I ) of section 241

(s) the standards and norms fbr infrastructure, faculty and quality
of education at undergraduate level in dental institutions under
clause (1) sub-section (l) olsection 24;

(t) the standards of dental education at the postgraduate level
under clause (a) sub-section (l) ofsection 251

(u) the curriculum at postgraduate level under clause (b) sub-
section (1) of section 25;

(v) the manner of imparting postgraduate courses by dental
institutions under clause (c) sub-section (1) ofsection 25;

(w) the minimum requirements and standards for conducting post-
graduate courses and examinations in dental institutions under
clause (d) sub-section (l ) of section 25;

(x) the standards and norms for infrastructure, faculty and quality
of education in dental institutions conducting postgraduate dental
education under clause (e) sub-section (l) ofsection 25;

(y) the procedure for assessing and rating the dental institutions
under clause (a) sub-section ( I ) of section 26;

(z) the manner ofcarrying out inspections ofdental institutions for
assessing and rating such clause (c) sub-section (1) of section 26;

(za) the manner of conducting, and the manner of empanelling
independent rating agencies to conduct. assessment and rating of
dental institutions under clause (d) sub-section (l) of section 26;

(zb) the manner of making available on website or in public
domain the assessment and ratings ol dental institutions under
clause (e) sub-section (1) ofsection 26;
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(zc) the measures to be taken against a dental failure to maintain

the minimum essential standards under clause (f) sub-section (l) of
section 26;

(zd) the manner of regulating prof'essional conduct and promoting
dental ethics under clause (b) sub-section ( I ) of section 27;

(ze) the form of scheme, the particulars thereof, the fee to be

accompanied and the manner of submitting scheme for establishing

new dental college or for starting any postgraduate course or for
increasing number of seats under sub-section (2) of section 28;

(zf1 the manner of making an application to the Commission for
approval of the scheme under sub-section (5) of section 28;

(zg) the areas in respect of which criteria may be relaxed under the

proviso to section 29;

(zh) the manner of taking disciplinary action by a State Dental

Council for professional or ethical misconduct of registered dentist

or professional and the procedure for receiving complaints and

grievances by Ethics and Dental Registration Board. under sub-

section (2) of section 30;

(zi) the act of commission or omission
professional or ethical misconduct under
Explanation to section 30;

which
clause

amounts to
(b) of the

(zj) other particulars to be contained in a National Register under

sub-section (l ) of section 31;

(zk) the form, including the electronic form and the manner of
maintaining the National Register under sub-section (2) of section

31;

(zl) the manner in which any name or qualification may be added

to. or removed fiom. the National Register and the grounds tbr
removal thereof. under sub-section (3) of section 31;

(zm) the manner of listing and maintaining dental qualifications
granted by a University or dental institution in India under sub-

section (1) of section 34;

(zn) the manner of examining the application for grant ol
recognition under sub-section (3) ofsection 34;

(zo) the manner of prefening an appeal to the Commission lor
grant of recognition under sub-section (5) ofsection 34;

(zp) the manner of including a dental qualification in the list
maintained by the Board under sub-section (6) of section 34;

(zq) the manner of listing and maintaining dental qualifications
which have been granted recognition before the date of
commencement of this Act under sub-section (8) ofsection 34;

56. Every rule and every regulation made, and every notification
issued. under this Act shall be laid. as soon as ma be after it is made.

Rules and
regulations to
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before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a total
period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two
or more successive sessions, and ii before the expiry of the session
immediately following the session or the successive sessions

aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule
or regulation or notification; both Houses agree that the rule or
regulation or notification should not be made, the rule or regulation or
notification shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or
be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any such
modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of
anything previously done under that rule or regulation or notification.

be laid before
Parliament.

57. (l) If any difficulties arises in giving effect to the provisions of
this Act, the Central Govemment may, by order published in the
Official Gazette, make such provisions not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act, as may appear to it be necessary, for the
removing the difficulty:

Power to
remove
difficulties.

Provided that no order shall be made under this section after the
expiry of a period of two years from the commencement of this Act.

(2) Every order made under this section shall be laid, as soon as may
be after it is made, belore each house of Parliament.

olt6
1948

58. ( I ) With effect from such date as the Central Govemment may
appoint in this behalf, the Dentists Act, 1948 shall stand repealed and
the Dental Council of India constituted under section 3 ofthe said Act
shall stand dissolved.

Repeal and
saving.

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the Act referred to in sub-section
(l),it shall not affect,-

(a) the previous operation of the Act so repealed or anlthing duly
done or suffered thereunder; or

(b) any right, privilege, obligation or liability acquired, accrued
or incurred under the Act so repealed; or

(c) any penalty incurred in respect of any contravention under the

Act so repealed; or

(d) any proceeding or remedy in respect of any such right.
privilege, obligation, liability, penalty as aforesaid, and any such

proceeding or remedy may be instituted, continued or enforced,
and any such penalty may be imposed as if that Act had not been

repealed.

(3) On the dissolution of the Dental Council of India, the person

acting as the President ofthe Dental Council of India and every other
person acting as the Member and any officer and other employee of
that Council and holding office as such immediately before such

dissolution shall vacate their respective offrces and such President and

other Members shall be entitled to claim compensation not exceeding
three months' pay and allowances for the premature terminatior.r of
term oftheir office or ofany contract ofservice:

JJ
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Provided that any officer or other employee who has been,
immediately before the dissolution of the Dental Council of India
appointed on deputation basis to the Dental Council of india, shall, on
such dissolution, stand reverted to his parent cadre, Ministry or
Department, as the case may be:

Provided further that any olficer or other employee who has been,
immediately before the dissolution of the Dental Council of India,
employed on regular or contractual basis by the Dental Council ol
India. shall, on and from such dissolution, cease to be the officer or
employee of the Dental Council of lndia and his employment in the
Dental Council of India stand terminated witli immediate effect:

Provided also that such officer or employee ofthe Dental Council of
India shall be entitled to such compensation for the premature
termination of his employment, which shall not be less than three
months' pay and allowances, as may be prescribed.

of

(4) Notwithstanding the repeal of the aforesaid enactment, any order
made, any licence to practice issued, any registration made, any
permission to start new dental college or to start higher course ol
studies or for increase in the admission capacity granted. any
recognition of dental qualifications granted, under the Dentists Act.
1948. which are in force as on the date of commencement of this Act.
shall continue to be in force till the date of their expiry for all
purposes, as ifthey had been issued or granted under the provisions of
this Act or the rules or regulations made thereunder.

59. (l) The Commission shall be the successor in interest to the
Dental Council of India including its subsidiaries or owned trusts and
all the assets and liabilities of the Dental Council of India shall be

deemed to have been transferred to the Commission.

1'ransitory
provisions.

t6
1948.

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal ol the Dentists Act, 1948, the
educational standards, requirements and other provisions of the
Dentists Act, 1948 and the rules and regulations made thereunder
shall continue to be in tbrce and operate till new standards or
requirements are specified under this Act or the rules and regulations
made thereunder:

Provided that anything done or any action taken as regards the
educational standards and requirements under the enactment under
repeal and the rules and regulations made thereunder shall be deemed
to have been done or taken under the corresponding provisions of this
Act and shall continue in force accordingly unless and until
superseded by anl.thing done or by any action taken under this Act.
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THE SCHEDULE

(See section 36)

LIST OF CATEGORIES OF DENTAL QUALIFICATIONS GRANTED BY STATUTORY
BODY OR OTHER BODY IN INDIA

Sl.No

l.

Categories of medical qualifications

All dental qualifications granted by Centre for Dental Education & Research, All
India Institute of Medical Sciences. New Delhi.
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